Watch D.O.G.S. FAQ’s
(Frequently Asked Questions)

How do I sign-up to be a Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer? 
You sign up by emailing Greg Wisor at gwisor@verizon.net.  Just let him know what day you would like to volunteer (check to make sure that day is available by going to nantucketpta.com).  You can also sign-up at our kick-off night on September 19th at 6:30 p.m. 

How do I know what dates are available? 
Go to nantucketpta.com and click on “Volunteer Opportunities” to get to the link for the Watch D.O.G.S. calendar to view which dates are available.  

What if someone has already signed up for the date that I would like to volunteer?
We can have two Watch D.O.G.S. each day, so that shouldn’t be a problem.  If two people have already chosen that day, please choose another day. 

Are there requirements I have to fulfill before volunteering at school? 
Yes, all school volunteers have to watch 2 videos (each about 20 minutes).  We will be showing them at our kick-off night on September 19th at 6:30 p.m. You can view them at that time or any time before your Watch D.O.G.S. day; please just call the school ahead of time to set-up an appointment to view the videos.  Another option is to watch them the morning of your Watch D.O.G.S. day. 

I have already seen the 2 volunteer videos.  Do I need to watch them again each new school year? 
No, if you have watched them within the last 3 years, you do not need to view them again. 

What should I wear? 
We encourage all of our Watch D.O.G.S. to order a uniform shirt. If you don’t have a uniform shirt, please wear a plain colored polo-style shirt and we will give you a sticker badge to identify you as the Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer for the day!  We recommend you wear comfortable shoes as you will likely be on your feet for most of the day and also dress for the weather—as a Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer you will spend a good portion of your day outside (during arrival, recess, and dismissal). 

How do I order a uniform shirt? 
You can order a uniform shirt at our kick-off night on September 19th or fill out the order form (by clicking here) and return to Kellie Bird, School Counselor through your child’s homeroom teacher.  Orders will be placed on September 30th, December 1st and once more in the spring if needed. 


How do I get my shirt once it is ordered? 
All orders are delivered to the school.  Once Greg or Kellie checks the order your shirt will be sent home with your child. If you’d like to come pick up your shirt from the school, please let Greg (gwisor@verizon.net) or Kellie (kbird@aacps.org) know. 

What time should I arrive at school and should I bring my child(ren) with me at that time? 
We ask our Watch D.O.G.S. to arrive at school between 8:00-8:15 a.m. and you are welcome to bring your child(ren) with you at that time, but you don’t have to either!  The rest of the students arrive at 8:20 so we ask you to use this time to check-in with the main office, get your picture taken for the Watch D.O.G.S. Wall of Fame (if your children are with you), and read over the schedule and orientation information.  

Do I need to bring anything with me? 
You will need a picture I.D. to sign-in at the main office.  You are welcome to bring a lunch or you can purchase a school lunch or run out to one of the local restaurants for lunch. 

What will I do while at my child’s school? 
You begin your day by checking-in with our Assistant Principal, Ms. Edmonds.  She will go over orientation information with you, give you your materials for the day and take your picture (with your children) for our Wall of Fame!  At 8:15 or so you will greet children out front and help the staff on duty in front of the school building.  After that you are asked to be a guest on the morning announcements (don’t worry, we have a script for you to read!).  Then you do a “safety round” by making sure all of the exterior doors are locked and patrol the outer perimeter of the school.  Throughout the day you will spend time in your own child’s classroom, the kindergarten classrooms and other classrooms as needed.  You may be asked to read a story to the class or a small group of students, play a game with a group of children, help a student with flash cards or similar types of activities.  We ask that you visit with each grade level during their lunch and recess time.  The kids love to talk to the Watch D.O.G.S. volunteers!  Often, we will call upon the Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer to help us with other tasks as needed (ex. delivering paper to classrooms, helping a teacher with a special project in her classroom).  We provide you with a schedule when you arrive so you always know where to be and what to do!  And of course, we are all here to help you if you have any questions! 

How will I know which classrooms would like my help?
Teachers will place a Watch D.O.G.S. Paw Print outside their classroom with a designated time to let you know when they would like help. 

Who should I see if I have questions while at school? 
While all staff at Nantucket would be willing to help out, your points of contact are:
Kellie Bird, School Counselor
Amanda Edmonds, Assistant Principal
Deb Clark, Media/Library Assistant
Bev Johnson, Principal’s Secretary

What time does school let out?
Dismissal for children is at 3:15.  We ask you to stand out front and say good bye to all the children and help the staff on duty.  

Can I sign-up for more than one day? 
Definitely!  We’d love for you to be a Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer as often as you can! 

My question wasn’t answered here.  Who should I contact? 
Please contact Greg Wisor via email at gwisor@verizon.net or Kellie Bird by calling 410-451-6120 or emailing kbird@aacps.org if you have any other questions.  We will be happy to speak with you!
